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Annual Membership Meeting
* Secretary’s Report
* Treasurer’s Report

Committee Reports

President’s Report

* New Business

FHS Presents!

* Falmouth’s First Summer Colony
* An FEarly Falmouth Family







Agenda
Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report
Committee Reports
* Programs
* Museum Operation
& Exhibits
* Collections
* Local History
* Communications
* Merchandise
* Museum Buildings
& Grounds
* Technology
* Development
President’s Report

New Business

Membership growing
steadily

Primary
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Revenue

Agenda Financial Report—All in Four Charts

Secretary’s Report

$11,383

Treasurer’s Report FINANCIAL POSITION
December 31, 2022

2022 Performance Against Budget

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Committee Reports

* Programs

Operating Accounts
W Donations M Dues M Grant Sales

* Museum Operation [y
= B Land and Buildings
& EXhlbltS Fire Truck

COHCCtiOflS Investments
Total Assets

Expenditures

Local History
. . Liabilities
Communications

Accounts Payable

Merchandise Sales Tax Payable
Museurn Buﬂdmgs Total Liabilities ——Budgeted —Expenditures ===Variance

& Grounds Net Assets
Net Assets Beginning of Year

Technology

Change in Net Assets
v DCVCIOpment Total Liabilities and Net Assets

PreSideﬂt’S Report M Education M Fees M Information Services

Insurance B Maintenance B Membership

New Business

W Miscellaneous W Office Expense W Utilities

Details can be found in the Annual Treasurers Report on the Society website.







Agenda
Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report
Committee Reports
* Programs
* Museum Operation
& Exhibits
Collections
Local History
Communications
Merchandise
Museum Buildings
& Grounds
* Technology
* Development
President’s Report

New Business

Public Appearances Beyond the Museum
5 3 1 4

Education
* Supporting Falmouth Schools

* Marion Perkins Scholarship

Mission
* Preserve Falmouth’s heritage

% Make it accessible to community

FHS Table at Cumberland Fair

Programs

¢ Collections

+* Research |

*¢ Education




Agenda
Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

Committee Reports

Programs
Museum Operation
& Exhibits
Collections
Local History
Communications
Merchandise
Museum Buildings
& Grounds
Technology
Development

President’s Report

New Business

Full season: May-November

Public Hours

* Tuesdays, June-October
* At least four volunteers on duty

— Docents, accessioning, research,
reorganizing files

* Also open by appointment

Resumed second grade visits

Falmouth Heritage Museum
in 2021

Season (weeks) 18
Public Days 15
Visitors 155

R Sl T

Second Graders Arrive at Museum




Agenda A 1 n
Secretary’s Report CIEED ROM R . . : MI;I.SC.ltll‘il(I:tetn‘llS
ezl e L go? * Pace of accession slowed post-pandemic 1N isna ata 08

Committee Reports ) Photographs 77
SR * Volunteers caught up with 2021 surge o
) Books etc. 486
* Museum Operation . - .
& Exhibits Artifacts inventoried and photographed Artifacts 315
« Collecti . . .
i L;)C;CH?;;y * Eagle Scout project: Dan Rabinowitz of Documents 2606
» Communications Falmouth Troop 93 Total 1,163

* Merchandise

* Museum Buildings
& Grounds
* Technology
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Random Images
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* Development
President’s Report

New Business



https://thefhs.pastperfectonline.com/

FALMOUTH, MAINE

Agenda
Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report
Committee Reports
* Programs
* Museum Operation
& Exhibits
Collections
Local History
Communications
Merchandise
Museum Buildings
& Grounds
* Technology
* Development
President’s Report

New Business

Local History

FIES Online Musewmnn

Open 24/7, 365 days/year

Website Expansion
Research Aids

Historical References
Family References
Historical Maps
Newslettets

TL.ocal Research

Total

https://thefhs.org/Research
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Responses to Queries
from the Community

Property History
Local History
Family History
Collections
Other

Total

Plus three queries
meant for the “other
Falmouth”



https://thefhs.org/Research

Agenda Communications with members was highlighted

Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report as a major shortcoming last year

Committee Reports

+ Programs Improvements have been made, but more is needed

* Museum Operation

T Communications since the last annual meeting:

* Collections

* Local History
. R

* Merchandise Paper mailings Push
* Museum Buildings )
Website notices Continuous Pull 146
& Grounds
* Technology Email blasts 2 Push 75
| ‘Development Facebook posts 8 Push 160
President’s Report
New Business
- ~ ! g ¢ | ,—\ ‘“:‘:: ] z. & 0 i e . N -y



e New Edition of Cookbook
ecretary’s Repor
Treasuter’s Report * Two volumes (Savory & Sweet)
Committee Reports :
. s
* Programs New look and StYlC The Falmouth Heritage Bookstore
; M;se}:;n;igieratwn 2 Sle—pUthhIﬁg with first run https://thefhs.org/Bookstore
X
o of cight pairs
* Local History !
+ Communications Online Bookstore Books 43 §790
* Merchandise
g : Maps 2 $13
S D * Society website p
lothi 8 137
T&hGrclaunds e Fulfillment Clothing $
* Technology . ) »
* Development o Plckup in Falmouth now DI 19 $376
B cesndlanis ligyost: — Mail order next month Total 72 $1,316
New Business Maroi $422
argin
* Falmouth-Themed Merchandise


https://thefhs.org/Bookstore

AL Upkeep of Museum 1s difficult

Treasurer’s Report * Old farmhouse atop swampy ground ‘&

Coomg?;::aizports * Sump pump can run nonstop fl 11 | | |
o Catastrophic failure last spring

* Collections

* Sump pump and GFI breaker failed

* Local History

* Communications ° Sump OVCfﬂOWCd
* Merchandise
o Restoration was a major effort Other Major Work
* Technology * New pump and breaker installed * Septic tank pumped
* Development ) b

President’s Report e Wireless sensotr and alarm installed

New Business

e Basement cleaned and sanitized
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FALMOUTH, MAINE

Technology

Agenda Users Visiting Website

Treasurer’s Report

Top Dozen Web Pages Visited

. Falmouth 2,565 Home Page 5,306 Reach 781
Committee Reports
Portland 152 384 Colonial Origins 885 Visits 401
Programs
Museum Operation Yarmouth 69 485 Falmouth Historical Maps 498 Likes 82
& Exhibits Gray 55 185 The Almouchiquois 432
Collections Cumbetrland 48 150 Falmouth History References 254
Local History South Portland 43 97 Falmouth Family References 196
i
Qe ‘catlons Scarborough 39 81 Events 182
Merchandise
e F t 2 inati
M e dlngs reepor 4 59 From Town, to Destination, to Suburb 169
& Grounds Other Maine 366 1,124 About FHS 159
* Technology Massachusetts 372 729 About Falmouth 144
* Development Other New England 189 503 Historic Site Tours 137
President’s Report Other US 1,940 2,828 Falmouth Heritage Touts 124

New Business
Trending upward—new content drawing visitors







Agenda
Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report
Committee Reports
* Programs
* Museum Operation
& Exhibits
* Collections
* Local History
* Communications
* Merchandise
* Museum Buildings
& Grounds
* Technology
* Development
President’s Report

New Business

Big Challenge # 1

Volunteers are stretched too thin

* Speeding up in one area means

: 1k
slowing down somewhere else T J‘ A
Need more members I @ il
C . VOLUNTEER
* Members become volunteers Il I | R0 (%) |

* Volunteers drive events o MR v m '

* Events bring more members

Please volunteer!
* We need whatever skills you bring

Graphic assembled using items freely
downloaded from various Internet sites
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Agenda Big Challenge # 2

Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

Society facing major expenses

Committee Reports

R * Conversion from septic to sewer
* Museum Operation o
& Exhibits * Painting of barn

* Collections . .
SR g (o * Assessing other upkeep issues
* Communications

B e Pursuing all options

* Museum Buildings

* Local businesses or organizations willing
& Grounds .
~ el to donate material or labor

* Development

* If too big, seek grant

President’s Report

New Business

Image: Linkedln
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Agenda Accomplishments

Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

The committee reports tell 1t all

Committee Reports

* Programs

St o oo, o Our small band of dedicated
Sl volunteers is delivering what the

* Collections .

+ Local History community expects from a town

* Communications h . 1 .

e b 1storica SOCICtY o

* Museum Buildings o : | The Falmonth Heritage Museum and Barn
A Doing it well

* Technology 1 Domg a lot with very little

* Development
President’s Report

New Business










Falmouth’s First Summer Colony
The Casco Terrace & Amerescoggin Neighborhoods

David Farnham
The Falmouth Historical Society
January 18, 2023
Images, unless otherwise attributed, are
Sfrom The Falmouth Historical Society
S B Al R ol e v >y <




The Request

- o
FALMOUTH, MAINE

Property History Query

* A resident of the Amerescoggin neighborhood
asked whether we could provide historical

information about specific homes in the
Amerescoggin and Casco Terrace neighborhoods
to share with their new residents.

Family History

Property History

Routine Request
* We run the deeds to build the chain of ownership

* We use our genealogy toolkit to collect the stories
ot the people who lived there

* We overlay this with local history to provide context

* Stories of the people who * Stories of the land, its
lived on the property buildings, and its use
¢ Standard genealogical * More advanced
research genealogical research
Local History

¢ Context—Where historical societies excel!




Initial Results

) e
FALMOUTH, MAINE

Tracing the Deeds

* All three homes were relatively new
(built around the turn of the last century)

* Before that, small farms

Homes are the tip of the iceberg
* Chapters in the evolution of Falmouth Foreside
* Agricultural — Summer Resort — Suburbia

* These two neighborhoods were at the nexus of
that evolution

Image: Wikimedia
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Our Focus

16 Acres on the Foreside | 7 EalfiBtith Fordsida
= y ’;. ﬂ 3 3

* Two adjoining neighborhoods
north of Town Landing

— Amerescoggin Road

— (Casco Terrace

* Separate histories, shared
significance

Image: Google Earth




Three mariners—three farms
* Isaac Sturdivant (1784-1858)
» Samuel Davis (1819-1880)

— Later sold to Stackpole family (also mariners)

* Andrew Nelson (1795-1860)

Lots along the Foreside
* Originally 30 acres

— Minimum size for a farm

* Many divided in half

— 15 acres enough for a subsistence farm

— Some halved again
* Popular with sea captains and craftsmen

Images: LOC, MSA



https://www.loc.gov/item/2012592364/

Flocked to Maine 1n summer

* Secking fresh air, beautiful scenery, and
a more “rustic’’ lifestyle

* Began in the Gilded Age after artists
painted alluring landscapes of Maine coast

* Wealthy fled heat and bustle of cities

* Built seasonal “cottages” along the coast

Expanded the market for seaside real estate

“Graunka”
Cottage of H.]. Brown built 1903
177 Foreside Road




The Stackpoles
* Samuel Stackpole (1811-1887)

— Sea captain of Yarmouth

— Lived on the former Davis farm until his

health failed
* Frederick Stackpole (1844-1911)

— Samuel’s nephew, former sea captain,
banker in Kansas

— Purchased farm in 1882

.;I.,’..
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e
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Stackpole Farm Subdivision

— Published the first subdivision plan for
a neighborhood along the Foreside
— Lots on lanes off Casco Terrace
— Oceanfront lots bordering common ground

Image: CCRD




Nelson Farm

FALMOUTH, MAINE

Nelson Farm abutted Casco Terrace
* Inherited by Mary Elizabeth Wells (1833-1916)
e Carved out and sold individual lots

— No subdivision plan

s x &

| B
Nelson Farm Subdivided in 1924

Image: Osher




Joseph Chamberlin (1817-1901) The beginning of a summer colony

* Retired carpenter, building contractor, and surrounding the Common
cabinetmaker of Auburn ¢ Summer cottages for families of Auburn

* Purchased first lot from Stackpole in 1881 S=No Cob heciohtothe Sitlcr A b nTh

* Purchased more from Stackpole in 1885 Colony of Harpswell

e Purchased land from Wells in 1888

Image: Google
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Casco Terrace was the first summer colony and grew rapidly

* Cottages at the bay end of Amerescoggin followed soon thereafter
* Terrace Inn was built by a family who summered at Casco Terrace

Images: Stanford Uniy, FHS
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https://searchworks.stanford.edu/view/10453029

Portland & Yarmouth Electric Railway Co.

* Opened trolley service through Falmouth
in 1898

* Acquired by the Portland Railroad Co.
the following year

* Made the Foresides
accessible to all

Electric Railway 1 ine
through Falmouth

* Trolley service was
discontinued in 1933
having been displaced
by automobiles

Image: BPL, MHN




Recreational Parks

* Portland RR Co. established parks to attract riders
— Riverton, Cape Cottage, and Underwood Spring

* Underwood Spring Park opened in 1899
— Casino, open-air theater, and Japanese pavilion
— 34'/2 acres including the former Underwood Farm

* Park closes in 1907

. . T
— Casino and theater destroyed by fire; not rebuilt : YL 2. :
— Land purchased by a George Edwards in 1909 W s ‘ T E—— 1’ " :
5 51 o c (W o ol el Ut B i Kt ':’.,7: ’“’ il '“‘” B o il o A.?:f ’” | f;f b
— Publishes subdivision plan with lots on both ‘ £ £ f

sides of Amerescoggin Road Subdivision of Underwood
Bordering Amerescoggin

Images: FHS, CCRD




George Thornton Edwards (1868-1932)

e Real estate dealer of Portland

* Established Underwood Motor Camp on
the site of the former casino

* Featured small cottages and tent sites

Mildred Prentice White (1887-1970)
e Purchased Underwood after Edward’s death

Lots were sold over the years

* Park transformed into a seaside neighborhood




Social + New Transformation
Movement Technology : of the Foreside 2 YO D)
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* Trickled down to middle and working classes

— By 1919, roughly 40% of properties in Falmouth
were owned by non-residents

The Three Farms on Current Town Plat

— Cottages and summer residences figured prominently

Image: Town of Falmonth




Another wave of change swept over the Foreside after WWII
* Summer cottages became year-round homes
* J.ots consolidated and redivided for new homes

Falmouth Foreside today is blend
* Old farmhouses
* Cottages grand and modest
* New neighborhoods
* Country club and yacht club are thriving

We responded with an eight-page history

* Including information about who built the three homes




An Farly Falmouth Family

Our First Excperience with Genealogical Tourism

Betsy Jo Whitcomb & Suzanne Farnham
The Falmouth Historical Society

January 18, 2023
Images, unless otherwise attributed, are
Sfrom The Falmouth Historical Society
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The Request

It began with an email...

We have happily learned that we have ancestors who were founders of Falmouth, Maine. For
example, Joshua Brackett (1723-1816) and Esther Cox/Cocks (1727-1816).

We would love to learn more. We found their names on 1775 map outside of the area that was
burned by the British. Hopefully, our ancestral search is correct!!

Nevertheless, we look forward to visiting Falmouth in September. Hopefully, we can join a tour
and learn more about the history of our ancestors by seeing documents, pictures, buildings or
other resources. Thank you for your kind help!

We receive an average of five queries each month.




Are we the correct Falmouth?

Our first step?
 No different than on TV

* Searched on Ancestry.com using
the names and dates provided

* Result: a tree citing a published
genealogy

Answer:

* They came to the correct Falmouth

* Their tamily extends back to early Falmouth

<lancestry

All results for Esther Cox

Your search # +++  Foundin Ancestry trees

| e B : Esther Brackett Cox Spouse

Esther O o2 Famiy tee Father
Cox (® Mother
Bom: 1727 ( Children
Any:Falmouth, Cumbe. Birth
Death: 1816 (®)

Hide 1 fiid A

Death
Spousels): Joshua Brackett

Focus: | -
i =2 Familytreev &L Treesearch [ = cathyrumery

|
Esther Brackett Cox

Lieut Joshua Brackett
John Cox

Tabitha Cox Davenport
Joshua

9Jan 1726 Dorchester,
Suffolk, Massachusetts,
USA

1816 Falmouth,
Cumberland, Maine, USA

Q Search P Tools v

BIRTH 09 JAN 1725 = Dorchester, Suffolk, Massachusetts, United States
DEATH 1816 = Falmouth, Cumberland, Maine, USA

LifeStory Facts  Gallery

Facts Filterv Sources

" Ancestry sources
Birth v

Family

Parents

09 Jan 1725 « Dorchester, Suffolk, Massachusetts, United

9 Dec 1744 « Falmouth, Maine, USA

.~ Brackett genealogy : Q John Cox I
- descendants of b 1688-1747
Anthony Brackett of
Portsmouth and — Tabitha Cox Davenport
‘Captain Richard _ 1ea87AT
Marriage Brackett of Braintree

Lieut Joshua Brackett

9 December 1744 » Falmouth, Cumberland, Maine
Pages 65-68 Family information

: (1723-1817) B Maine, Marriage
Index, 1670-1921

Marriage ;:_; Maine, Marriage
= Records, 1713-1922

{ ) Massachusetts,

Siblings™
Spouse and children

Lieut Joshua Brackett
: 7231817

Joshua Brackett Il
1762-1849

Image: Ancestry




For Colonial Falmouth:

* Begin with the authoritative history: Willis’
The History of Portland from 1632-1864

* Information about prominent families can often
be found in century-old published genealogies

— Brackett genealogy (1907)

— Cox genealogy (1912)

No, we do not spend our days haunting libraries
* We’re not that “old school”

William Willis
(1794-1870)

é i >

MHS Portland

Irmages: eBay, Wikipedia,
NEHGS, MHS




Many of those old tomes have been digitized e
* Archive.org, Google.com, FamilySearch.org, etc. = ” ”

- T”]NTERNET
LU ARCHIVE

o BRACKETT GENEALOGY

* Search for the title and append “archive.org”

Go gle "Brackett genealogy : descendants of Anthony Bracke @ Q
Q Al [ Books @ News [ Images @ Shopping H Mortx Tools DESCENDANTS OF
About 153 results (0.48 seconds) Brackett genealogy: descendants ...
S e of Braintree archive.org

psifrchive.org defais _ ANTHONY BRACKETT
Brackett genealogy: descendants of Anthony ... - Internet Archive OF PORTSMOUTH

Jun 22, 2009 — Brackett genealogy: descendants of Anthony Brackett of Portsmouth and
Captain Richard Brackett of Braintree. With biographies of the immigrant ...

AND

CAPTAIN RICHARD BRACKETT

https://archive.org » stream : OF BRAINTREE
Full text of "Brackett genealogy: descendants ... - Internet Archive
Full text of "Brackett genealogy: descendants of Anthony Brackett of Portsmouth and cotesn) 4 » [P\ H L O 13

Captain Richard Brackett of Braintree. With biographies of the immigrant ...

* = ||~
Favorite | | Share| | Flag

¢ Can bC dOWﬂlOﬂd@d as PDFS Brackett genealogy: descendants of Anthony
Brackett of Portsmouth and Captain Richard

Irmage: Google, Internet

Avrchive
~ I . . o » - .
N - - ] - - ’ A ] . 4 .
-\ \ ¢ - 2 NS . ol \, S )
»” il P - y
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Are we the correct historical society?
* Most activity took place in Portland
* Brackett family arrived by 1662; Cox family in 1729

Falmouth was originally incorporated in 1658

* Eight-mile square encompassing today’s Falmouth, Cape
Elizabeth, Portland, South Portland, and Westbrook

* Portland peninsula didn’t split off until 1786
* The rest of Portland followed in 1814

Answer:

* They came to the correct historical society
(FHS responds to queries for Ancient Falmouth)

Y, .{mk p' : : s
o o SRl Cape Jalizalelh
.s‘lranll. nd j}‘ R m(‘n%‘[rfafnb P

L3

Colonial Massachusetts
(1761)

Image: Osher




Most queries fall into one of three categories:
* Family history, property history, local history

* Responses focus on one area, draw upon all three

This request sought a narrative blending all three
* Assembling a self-guided

tout seeme d hke a gOO d i dea Family History Property History
* Stories of the people who * Stories of the land, its
° LOtS Of material Ak hand lived on the property buildings, and its use
* Standard genealogical * More advanced
° Sh Oul d b e ea SY research genealogical research

Local History

* Context—Where historical societies excel!




wtoe Harly History of Falmouth

Provides context for
family narratives
* Turbulent period

* Events had a profound
impact on Brackett and
Cox families

bl - Mo iy v o .\\.

1632

1658

1675-1678

1688-1697

1702-1713

1718

English Settlement of Falmouth.

Incorporation of Falmouth. The town was formed from the villages of Casco
and Spurwink after Massachusetts Bay Colony annexed the Province of Maine.

King Philip’s War. This was an uprising of Native People who had been treated
badly by English settlers. Many residents of Falmouth skedaddled south for
safety. Quite a few took refuge at Salem.

King William’s War. This was the North American theater of the European
Nine Years War between France and England (plus others). The French, with
their Native allies, attacked and destroyed Falmouth including Fort Loyal where
many settlers had sought refuge. Many who hadn’t fled were massacred.

Queen Anne’s War. This was the North American theater of the European War
of Spanish Succession between France and England (plus others). The French,
with their Native allies, attacked and destroyed Falmouth. Fort New Casco, where
many settlers had sought refuge, barely withstood (barely) the assault. After the
settlers were evacuated to safety, only the garrison at the fort remained as an
English outpost during the conflict.

Falmouth Reincorporated.




Validated the tamily trees 1. Anthony BRACKETT (-1691).
Anthony BRACKETT (-1689); m. bef. 1668

' . (1) Ann MITTON (-1677); m. 1678 (2) Susannah
* Identified ancestors for narrative DRAKE (1652-1719).

— ROLFE (1682-1736); m. 1741 (2) Mary ROSS.
mplete fam
complete family history 4. Joshua BRACKETT (1723-1817); m. Esther COX

(1727-1817).

5. Daniel BRACKETT St (1745-); m. Sarah GOULD
(1749-1830).

6. Daniel BRACKETT Jr (1792-1876); m. Mary
CONNELL (1807-1809)

e Corrected errors

3. John COX Jr (bef. 1688-1747), m. 1712 Tabitha
DAVENPORT (1688-), parents of Esther.
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Brackett Family

Anthony Brackett of Portsmouth
e Arrived before 1640
e Killed at Portsmouth in 1691

Capt. Anthony Brackett of Falmouth
* Captured and escaped 1n 1676
* Killed at Falmouth in 1689
* Farm destroyed 1690
* Brother Thomas killed in 1676

* Son Seth killed while son Anthony
captured and escaped in 1690

Z.achariah Brackett

* Returned to Falmouth in 1715 and
took possession of farm

* Sold farm and moved to Ipswich

Lt. Joshua Brackett

* Served during King George’s War,
the French and Indian War, and the
Revolution

Sources: Willis, “History of Portland”
Brackett, “Bracket Genealogy”

Image: 2




Cox Family

William Cox of Pemaquid
* Ties to Bristol, England
* Arrived by 1625

* Family fled to Salem and
Dorchester in 1677

Capt. John Cox Jr

e Grandson of William

* Mariner
Arrived at Falmouth in 1729
Killed at Pemaquid in 1747

Shallop in Casco Bay

Sources: Willis, “History of Portland”
Cox, “Cox Family in America”

Image: Portland in the Past




Places

TALMOUTH, MAINE

Geolocation was a challenge

* Relied on reconstructed maps to
identify colonial locations

* Relied on atlases to identify
present-day locations

— Landmarks gone or moved
* Some deed tracing confirmed
ownership |
Images: Brackett Genealogy,
Osher, MHS, I.OC
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https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3733c.la000266/?r=0.47,0.825,0.076,0.041,0
https://oshermaps.org/browse-maps?id=78184
https://archive.org/details/brackettgenealog00brac/page/68/mode/1up
https://www.mainememory.net/artifact/4176/

This project was more interactive
than most %
As the planned visit approached,

the emails flew

From ‘“The Tourists” From Falmouth Historical

* Their family tree * Information about Colonial Falmouth
* Itinerary — Towns splitting off
— Timeline including conflicts
* Results of research
* Links and references to published genealogies

Image: Clipartmax:




. Self-guided tour

History Tour of ¢ olonjal Falmoygy,
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e descendeq gy €
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Falmouth,
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2. Scheduled a visit to our Museum

3. Suggestions

. As you ey
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"
hat lower.

* Sign up in advance with Maine Historical
for their guided walking tour

* Local sightseeing
* Local dining
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We reconstructed a narrative of people, events,
and locations for an early Falmouth family

This was a “best case” scenario
* Well-documented genealogies with colorful stories

* Prominent families who figured in historical accounts

Took more work than expected to assemble everything
* Geolocation can be surprisingly difficult

It was fun to do

It brought events long ago back to life
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